
Phil 1000: Introduction to Philosophy !
Instructor: J. Christopher Jenson 
Email: chris.jenson@utah.edu 
Office: OSH 338D Phone: 585-5514 
Office Hours: announced in class and by appointment.  !
Description: !
In this course we will be asking some of the most fundamental questions about our place in the 
universe. Does God exist? Can we have certain knowledge? Is the mind separate from the body? 
Do we have free will? Is there a real difference between right and wrong? The object of this 
course is not only to learn what great historical and contemporary thinkers thought about these 
questions, but to learn how to critically evaluate their views. You will learn to read and interpret 
difficult texts, organize your thoughts and express them clearly in writing, and gain important 
critical thinking skills. These skills will prepare you to do well in future philosophy or 
humanities classes and to lead a more thoughtful life. 

Required Texts: !
Sober, E.  Core Questions in Philosophy 4th Ed. (S on syllabus) 
Vaughn, L.  Writing Philosophy.  (V on syllabus). !
Additional required readings will be available from the reserve desk at the Marriott Library. !
Course requirements. !
Participation. 
Philosophy cannot be done by simply memorizing facts. The history of philosophy can be 
thought of as one long conversation. In order to do philosophy one must participate in this 
conversation. You are expected to come to class having carefully read the assigned reading. To 
facilitate conversation, you will be required to turn in question or comment about the readings 
once a week. This weekly assignment will count as 10% of your final grade. 

Exams. 

There will be one midterm exam and a final exam. The exams consist in a number of short 
answer questions and an essay question. The Mid-term will be given in class the week following 
Spring Break. The Final Exam for this course is scheduled for Wednesday, May 2 from 8 am to 
10 am in OSH 106. 

Other Assignments. 
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!
You will be asked to find three logical fallacies in the media. You will have the option to redo 
one of the three fallacies in order to improve your score. Students will be required to write a 3-5 
page essay. Topics will be handed out in advance. You will be given the option to re-write the 
paper in order to improve your score. Due dates will be announced in class and posted on the 
course website. 

Late Assignments and Missed Exams !
You must notify me in advance if you must miss an exam. Without notification you will receive a 
failing grade for the exam. Late assignments will be held to higher standards for the purposes of 
grading. !
Grading Summary !

• Participation 10%     
• Logical Fallacy Assignment 15%     
• Essay Assignment 15%     
• Mid-term Exam 30%     
• Final Exam 30%     !

Disclaimer: The instructor reserves the right to change the weighting and nature of all exams and 
assignments in order to fulfill the educational mission of the course. !
Reading Schedule:  !
The Following reading schedule is tentative. Please regularly check the course website for 
changes and updates. Reading assignments after week six will be posted online. !
Week 1. What is Philosophy?; Reading Philosophy; Argumentation. S Ch. 1, Russell, "The Value 
of Philosophy,"  V Ch.1, Ch. 2 (21-27). !
Week 2. Argumentation and Informal Fallacies. S Ch. 2-3, V Ch. 5 (85-96), optional: V Ch. 2 
(27-42). !
Week 3.  Philosophy of Religion: Aquinas's Five Ways and the Ontological Argument. S Ch. 4, 
"Five Ways to Prove that God Exists" Aquinas (118-120 in S), S Ch. 8, "The Ontological 
Argument" St. Anselm and Gaunilo (129-132 in S) . !
Week 4. Philosophy of Religion: The Argument from Design & Evolution. S Ch.5-6, "The 
Design Argument," Paley (120-123 in S), "Critique of the Design Argument" Hume (123-129 in 
S).  !



Week 5. Philosophy of Religion: Pascal's Wager and the Argument From Evil. S Ch. 10-11, 
"Belief in God-- What do you have to lose?" Blaise Pascal (136-138 in S). Critical Thinking 
Assignment due. !
(since the course blog was erased, the following is a rough sketch of the way the rest of the 
semester went). !
Week 6. Introduction to Epistemology. Descartes' Foundationalism. !
Week 7. Epistemology: Descartes continued. The Reliability Theory of Knowledge. First  !
Week 8.  Spring Break. No classes. !
Week 9.  Epistemology: Locke on the Existence of External Objects. Mid-Term Exam in class. 
Critical Thinking re-writes due. !
Week 10. Epistemology: The Problem of Induction. !
Week 11. Philosophy of Mind: Cartesian Dualism and the Mind/Body Problem. !
Week 12. Philosophy of Mind: Mind/Brain Identity Theory. Functionalism. !
Week 13. Philosophy of Mind: Free Will. Short Essay due. !
Week 14. Ethics: Introduction to Ethics and Meta-Ethics. !
Week 15. Ethics: Relativism, Divine Command Theory, Existentialism. !
Week 16. Utilitarianism and Kant's Moral Theory. Essay re-writes due. !
Week. 17 Finals Week. !!
The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable accommodations be provided for 
students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning and psychiatric disabilities.  The 
University  of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services and activities for 
people with disabilities. If you will need accommodations in the class, reasonable prior notice 
needs to be given to the Center for Disability Services, 162 Olpin Union Building, 581-5020 (V/
TDD). CDS will work with you and the instructor to make arrangements for accommodations. !
Attendance Policy 
The University expects regular attendance in classes.  The University’s attendance policy can be 
found at:  http://www.acs.utah.edu/sched/handbook/attend.htm 
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!
Drop/Withdrawal Policy 
Classes dropped by the 10th calendar day of the semester are deleted from     
students' records and no tuition is charged.  Students may withdraw from a full term course 
without the instructor or dean's permission until the midpoint of the semester as published on the 
academic calendar. To withdraw, students must log into the Campus Information System.  A "W" 
grade will be recorded on students' academic record. After the withdrawal deadline, students may 
petition for withdrawal if they have a nonacademic emergency. Students must submit a petition 
and supporting documentation to the office of the dean of their academic college. Undeclared, 
non-matriculated and pre-major students apply to the University College. Students must submit 
the petition to the appropriate dean's office by the last day of regular course instruction preceding 
the final exam period. 
The University's Drop/Withdrawal Policy can be found at: 
 http://www.acs.utah.edu/sched/handbook/wddeadlines.htm !
Cheating. 
Cheating will not be tolerated in this class. If you are discovered cheating you will receive an 
automatic failing grade for the relevant assignment or exam. If you are discovered cheating a 
second time you will receive a failing grade for the course and will be reported to the University 
for misconduct. !
The University Student Code Discusses both Cheating and Plagiarism:  
“Cheating” involves the unauthorized possession or use of information,  materials, notes, study 
aids, or other devices in any academic exercise, or the unauthorized communication with another 
person during such an exercise.  
Common examples of cheating include, but are not limited to, copying from another student's 
examination, submitting work for an in-class exam that has been prepared in advance, violating 
rules governing the administration of exams, having another person take an exam, altering one's 
work after the work has been returned and before resubmitting it, or violating any rules relating 
to academic conduct of a course or program. 
(Student Code I B 2.a, http://www.admin.utah.edu/ppmanual/8/8-10.html ) !
“Plagiarism” means the intentional unacknowledged use or incorporation of any other person's 
work in, or as a basis for, one's own work offered for academic consideration or credit or for 
public presentation. Plagiarism includes, but is  not limited to, representing as one's own, without 
attribution, any other individual’s words, phrasing, ideas, sequence of ideas, information or any 
other mode or content of expression. 
(Student Code I B 2.c, http://www.admin.utah.edu/ppmanual/8/8-10.html ) 
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