
Introduction to Philosophy: God, Faith, and Reason

Course Number: Phil. 1002-002    Department of Philosophy
Fall Semester 2007. 3 Credit Hours.                          Instructor: J. C. Jenson
Meeting Time: MWF 10:45 AM- 11:35 AM                        Email: chris.jenson@utah.edu
Place:  BU C 301               Office: OSH 338D
Course Website: http://www.philoclass.org    Office Hours: TBA

Course Description and Objectives:

This course is suitable for students taking their first philosophy course, or those wishing 
to broaden their understanding of philosophical issues. The course focuses on topics 
related to God, faith, and religion. We will look at traditional arguments for the existence 
of God; The attributes of God; the seeming tension between science and faith; evolution 
and intelligent design; the problem of evil; the case for and against miracles; and the 
problem of whether there's any basis for objective morality if there is no God.

Required Text:

Pojman & Rea, Philosophy of Religion: An Anthology
Available at the University of Utah campus bookstore.
Additional reading materials may be posted on the course website.

Course requirements.

Philosophy cannot be done by simply memorizing facts. The history of philosophy can 
be thought of as one long conversation. In order to do philosophy one must participate 
in this conversation. You are expected to come to class having carefully read the 
assigned reading. Your participation grade will consists in a variety of small assignments 
designed to facilitate discussion. These will include short in class written assignments, 
posting comments on the course blog, and short homework assignments. These 
assignments will be graded on a pass/fail basis. 

You will be required to write a 5 page essay. The essay assignment will consist of three 
parts. You will be required to turn in a thesis paragraph, a rough draft, and a final draft. 

Finally there will be two exams. The mid-term exam will consist in short answer 
questions for all the material covered up to the exam date. The final exam will be 
comprehensive and consist of short answer questions and an essay question. 

You must notify me in advance if you must miss the mid-term exam otherwise you will 
receive a failing grade. There will be no make up for the final exam. Late participation 



assignments will not be accepted. Late essay assignments will be penalized a full letter 
grade, and I will not accept them later than one week after the due date.

The Mid-term exam will be held in class Friday, October 5. 10:45 am - 11:35 am.
The Final Exam is scheduled for Thursday, December 13. 10:30 am - 12:30 pm.
Due dates for the essay assignments will be announced in class.

Grades:

10% Participation
25% Essay Assignments 
25% Mid-term Exam
40% Final Exam 

Disclaimer: The instructor reserves the right to change the weighting and nature of all 
exams and assignments in order to fulfill the educational mission of the course.

Schedule of Topics:

The following is a rough schedule of the topics we will cover over the first half of the 
semester. Reading assignments will be announced in class and posted on the course 
website. This schedule is tentative and subject to revision.

Week 1: Introduction, Arguments and Reason.
Week 2: The Ontological Argument and God's Attributes.
Week 3: God's Attributes Continued. The Cosmological Argument.
Week 4: The Cosmological Argument Continued. The Teleological Argument.
Week 5: Evolution and Intelligent Design.
Week 6: Evolution and Intelligent Design.
Week 7: Science & Religion. Mid-term Exam.
Week 8: Fall Break.

Cheating:

Cheating will not be tolerated in this class. If you are discovered cheating you will 
receive an automatic failing grade for the relevant assignment or exam. If you are 
discovered cheating a second time you will receive a failing grade for the course and 
will be reported to the University for misconduct.

The University Student Code Discusses both Cheating and Plagiarism: 
“Cheating” involves the unauthorized possession or use of information, materials, notes, 
study aids, or other devices in any academic exercise, or the unauthorized 
communication with another person during such an exercise. 



Common examples of cheating include, but are not limited to, copying from another 
student's examination, submitting work for an in-class exam that has been prepared in 
advance, violating rules governing the administration of exams, having another person 
take an exam, altering one's work after the work has been returned and before 
resubmitting it, or violating any rules relating to academic conduct of a course or 
program.
(Student Code I B 2.a, http://www.admin.utah.edu/ppmanual/8/8-10.html)

“Plagiarism” means the intentional unacknowledged use or incorporation of any other 
person's work in, or as a basis for, one's own work offered for academic consideration or 
credit or for public presentation. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, representing 
as one's own, without attribution, any other individual’s words, phrasing, ideas, 
sequence of ideas, information or any other mode or content of expression.
(Student Code I B 2.c, http://www.admin.utah.edu/ppmanual/8/8-10.html)

The Americans with Disabilities Act  requires that reasonable accommodations be 
provided for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning and 
psychiatric disabilities.  The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its 
programs, services and activities for people with disabilities. If you will need 
accommodations in the class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center 
for Disability Services, 162 Olpin Union Building, 581-5020 (V/TDD). CDS will work with 
you and the instructor to make arrangements for accommodations.


